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Summer camps offer free fun for Vancouver kids affected by 
justice system 

By Shadi Elien 

The executive director of the Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver doesn’t think 
the Canadian government is providing any programs that fit the “special and very 
unique needs” of children whose parents have found themselves tied up in the 
criminal justice system.  

So, the society, which supports women and youth involved with prison or the courts, is 
taking matters into its own hands. Starting on Monday (July 12), it will host 96 children 
between the ages of six and nine in six weeklong day camps.  

“Canada is the only country that doesn’t recognize these children, and we’re trying to 
address it,” Shawn Bayes told the Straight by phone.  

The goal is to address the stigma that kids might feel when a parent is incarcerated 
and give them a safe place to talk about that experience. Bayes explained that the 
purpose of the camps isn’t to offer therapy or counseling but rather to provide kids 
with an opportunity to “be normal in an environment where nobody would judge them”.  

Four summer camp leaders will guide 16 kids each week to outings that include 
Vancouver Canadians baseball games, the Maplewood Farm, and tea at the Hotel 
Vancouver, along with other cultural and social activities.  

“We want them to learn about themselves and their relationship to the world,” Bayes 
said. “It’s important to make them feel that they are no different than any other child.”  

The summer camps are free to participants. According to Bayes, including 
transportation and lunch, the program will cost the society about $250 per child. The 
money is being raised from private donors.  

Bayes hopes to make the summer camps an annual program and eventually make it 
available to older kids who want to participate.  

Space is still available for the camps. Interested parents or caregivers can call the 
society at 604-520-1166 for registration details.  

 E-mail |  Print 

 

Post a comment 

Your name * 

  

Comment * 

∙ Use your real name to have your comment considered for publication in print. 
∙ URLs and email addresses will be automatically turned into links. 

   

July 7, 2010
 

3 retweet Share 8 

[Comments Disclaimer]

55

66

Post comment Preview comment

Vancouver Listings 

  

Straight Choices  

Most Popular 

Viewed  Commented   

1. Best of Vancouver 2010  

2. West Vancouver library puts Kindle e-book readers 

on shelves  Comments (1) 

3. Nicolas Cage delves into the mystical for The 
Sorcerer’s Apprentice  

4. Vancouver’s Hothead Games releases DeathSpank 
for PlayStation 3, Xbox 360  

5. Canadian copyright bill opens up debate on digital 

locks  Comments (51) 

6. Disabled B.C. hunter awarded $5,000 by human 

rights tribunal  Comments (4) 

7. Keeping Stanley Park over Xwayxway was an 

opportunity lost  Comments (18) 

8. David Suzuki: Science delivers repeated blows to 

deluded climate change deniers  Comments (15) 

9. Hold citywide vote on whales in captivity, Vancouver 

park commissioner suggests  Comments (11) 

10. Emoticons are never the right answer  

Movies Music Dining

Arts Clubs Events

search listings

Whitecaps vs. Blues 
Swangard Stadium 

WED > 

Disney's The Lion King 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre 

THU > 

The Cat Empire 
Commodore Ballroom 

FRI > 

Kurosawa Centennial 1910–2010 
Pacific Cinémathèque 

SAT > 

Vancouver Folk Music Festival 
Jericho Beach 

SUN > 

Recent Activity

You need to be logged into Facebook to see 

your friends' activity

Health Canada asked to adopt 
“compassion club” model for medical pot 
distribution

104 people shared this. 

Login

Like 8 people like this.

Summer 2010 Day Camps
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