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S helter  safety

Your article on the clos ing of a Vancouver emergency shelter for safety
issues  related to occupancy raised several key issues  (B.C. Cleric
Res igns  Over Shelter’s  Red Tape – Dec. 22).  To protect personal safety,
people’s  needs  must be met before there’s  a cris is .  Some homeless
people battling mental illness  cycle through prisons  and emergency
rooms. They often end up in emergency shelters  because there’s  no
system in place to help people leaving prison find long-term shelter in
the community. They’re released with no support and often with
nowhere to go.

Projects  such as  At Home/Chez Soi are important for helping this
population, but it’s  not enough. What’s  really needed is  a program that
helps  people arrange housing before they leave prison.

As  the operator of two emergency shelters  for women and their children,
we know demand for help surges  when the temperature drops . Phys ical
des ign and operational policies  play an important role in ensuring the
safety of all.  While there are no industry s tandards  for this ,
representatives  from every aspect of shelter des ign and operation came
together on this  issue in November. The resulting report will be released
in January and will address  ways  to support shelter safety.

Shelter operators  help our most vulnerable citizens , but they can’t do so
alone.

Shawn Bayes , executive director,  Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver


