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Saving Lives: The Case for Sobering Centres
About EFry
· The Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver is a non-profit charitable organization that provides support services to women, girls, and children at risk of involvement, involved in, or affected by the justice system.  For over 70 years, we have worked to address the conditions of confinement for female prisoners and to develop effective solution to improve their lives. 
· Commencing in 2008, EFry filed complaints into the deaths of five women who died in police custody.  In 2009, our research led EFry to call for the introduction of sobering centres in BC.
Recurring Deaths in Police Custody
· Of the 22 Coroner’s Inquests that have occurred since 2008 into the deaths of individuals in police custody 
· Virtually all involved individuals under the influence of drugs or alcohol
· Five died from head injury and 13 deaths were substance related.
· Coroner’s inquests have frequently called for additional police training to recognize drug overdosing, health complication and head trauma. 
· Over the past two years, inquest finding are mounting that call for sobering centres.
· EFry believes training alone will not stop the deaths as police monitor those in custody by video, do only periodic physical checks, have multiple other responsibilities and head trauma symptoms can easily be mistaken for intoxication.
The Solution: Sobering Centres

· Intoxication is not a crime & does not merit jailing.

· Sobering centres are safe places to recover from intoxication, when people are monitored by trained medical staff.
· Sobering centres can serve as the first point of intervention for the chemically dependent.

· EFry is calling on the provincial government to reallocate addictions treatment funding and the funding of custody for intoxication to provide for the care of individuals detained for public intoxication.
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